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Saltspring Island Sailing Club 
 
 

Regulations 
 

AUTHORITY 
Club regulations are set by the Board of Directors. Regular members and general 
meetings may propose changes, and it is expected that the membership be 
consulted when significant changes that affect traditional policy are contemplated. 

 

1.  INTERPRETATIONS AND DEFINITIONS  
1.1  Principal Residence  

A person whose principal residence is on Saltspring is someone who 
normally spends the majority of his time at a Saltspring residence as 
indicated by documents. This information is to be verified at the time of 
application. 

 1.2  Regular Member 

Defined in the bylaws. For the purposes of these regulations also includes 
Honorary Life Members. 

 1.3  Mooring Privileges 

The privilege of mooring, i.e., to tie up a vessel at our docks. For the 
purposes of these regulations the meaning is to captain a vessel, other than 
club lasers, canoes, kayaks and similar small unpowered small craft, arriving 
at or leaving club docks. 

 1.4  Associate Member 

Defined in the bylaws. 

 1.5  Member 

Regular and Associate members. 

 1.6  Visitor 

A member of a club with which SISC has reciprocal privileges. 

 1.7  Special Visitor 

An invitee of a regular member for which the member has made appropriate 
arrangements as outlined at 6.13. Also a member of a club located more than 
1200 nautical miles away, who has registered in the visitors book. 

 1.8  Guest 

A person accompanied by a member on club property. 

 1.9  Special Guest 

An adult member of a Regular Member’s immediate family who has 
occasional permission to use the Member’s vessel and whose status has 
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been declared to the Rear Commodore or Wharfinger, subject to approval by 
the Board of Directors at their next meeting. The Board of Directors may 
place limitations on special guest privileges. 

 1.10  Board 

The Board of Directors. 

 1.11  Public 

Any person not otherwise defined. 

 

2.  ACCESS PRIVILEGES 
 2.1  Regular Members 

Regular members have rights defined in the by-laws. 

 2.2  Associate Members 

Associate members have access to clubhouse, grounds and docks; but may 
only operate a member’s vessel when accompanied by a Regular member. 

 2.3  Visitors, special visitors and special guests 

Visitors, special visitors and special guests have temporary access to the 
grounds, including the washrooms and showers; and to the docks; and may 
moor vessels. 

 2.4  Dinghies 

Members may use the Club boats subject to rules of usage posted by the 
Fleet Captain Dinghy from time to time. Club boats are not normally to leave 
the Ganges Harbour area and users must wear personal flotation devices. 
Junior members may use club boats during scheduled supervised times. 

 2.5  Private Functions 

Use of the clubhouse and grounds by Regular Members sponsoring private 
or non-profit community functions may be permitted at the discretion of the 
Vice Commodore. Functions of a political or commercial nature are not 
qualified. A donation will be requested to cover utilities and other resulting 
costs. Applications for use of the clubhouse and grounds should be made to 
the Vice Commodore on the clubhouse booking form at least one week in 
advance of the event. Members are responsible for following the procedures 
as provided on the booking form. Applications for use of the clubhouse and 
grounds that involve the use of alcoholic beverages will only be considered 
after the Board has established the calendar of Club events involving alcohol. 
The Board may adjust the schedule of Club events to meet Liquor Control 
Board regulations. 

 2.6  Visitors 

The specifics of mooring privileges accorded to guests and visitors are to be 
set from time to time by Board policy. 

 2.7  Pets 

Dogs must be leashed while on Club property including docks. 
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3. EXPECTATIONS OF MEMBERS 
 3.1  Enforcement of Regulations 

Members are expected to assist in the enforcement of club by-laws and 
regulations. 

 3.2  Work Contribution 

Each member is expected to perform a minimum of 20 hours per annum on 
duties as assigned by the Board. These duties may take a variety of forms 
such as manual, clerical, professional, consulting etc. Members, upon 
reasonable grounds stated in writing, may be excused by the Board from 
such duties. 

 3.3  Daily Duty Officer 

During the summer at times and dates to be determined by the Board of 
Directors, the Wharfinger shall appoint a Daily Duty Officer. Duties will 
include welcoming and controlling visitors to and on our docks, enforcing 
regulations, ensuring that the facilities are maintained in presentable 
condition and such other duties as may be assigned from time to time. In the 
event of an emergency on Club property, the Duty Officer will respond 
personally or contact the appropriate member of the Board. 

 3.4  Protection of Club Property 

All members are expected to take action necessary to safeguard Club 
property and that of members, including moving an endangered vessel. The 
Vice Commodore or another member of the Board, and in the case of a 
vessel, the vessel owner, shall be notified of action taken as soon as possible. 

 

4.  ADMINISTRATIVE 
 4.1  Correspondence 

Correspondence will include all printed and electronic communications to 
external parties. Printed correspondence will be on official Club stationery 
and will be signed by the Club Secretary or the Commodore. No other 
director or member may issue correspondence on Club matters without prior 
approval by the Commodore with the exception of the Treasurer who may 
correspond as is required to meet the obligations of his position. 

 4.2  Policy and Procedure Manuals 

The Board shall establish and maintain a policy/procedures manual which 
covers moorage related information flow, accounting and reporting 
expectations of the Treasurer, interview procedures for admission of new 
members and the specifics of duties of each member of the Board. 

 4.3  Appointments 

The Board of Directors shall annually appoint a database manager, a Club 
historian and editors for the Club newsletter and yearbook. 
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 4.4  Payments to Members 

Notwithstanding Bylaw 10 e), the Treasurer may, with Board of Directors’ 
approval, do the bookkeeping, in which case he may be remunerated by an 
amount to be determined by the Board as this function is not part of his task 
of office. 

 4.5  Honorary Life Membership and the Arthur Millner Seamanship Award 

Members desiring to make a proposal for either of these awards shall submit 
the proposal in writing to the Club Secretary. Proposals for Honorary Life 
Membership should be submitted prior to the November Board meeting. 
Upon endorsement by the Board, the proposal for Honorary Life Membership 
shall be included as a nomination in the agenda of the Annual General 
Meeting. 

 

5.  VESSELS AND DOCKS 
5.1 No vessel may operate on a commercial basis, be used for live aboard 

purposes, or discharge sewage while at Club docks.  

5.2  Vessels shall be maintained in a safe and seaworthy condition that does not 
present risks to other vessels and the marina. Should the apparent condition 
or disuse of a vessel indicate a lack of due care, the owner may be required 
to demonstrate that the vessel is seaworthy and does not present risks to 
other vessels and the marina. With due notice, the Board may withdraw 
moorage privileges for vessels that do not meet this requirement. 

5.4  Only electrical heating devices may be used on vessels at Club docks when 
the operator is not on board.  

5.5  The vessel owner is responsible for, and will provide, adequate fenders and 
mooring lines (fore, aft and springs). Mooring lines shall be fastened so as 
not to endanger Club installations and other vessels or cross over walkways. 
If the Wharfinger considers lines inadequate he may supplement/replace 
them at the vessel owner’s expense.  

5.6  In the interest of maintaining good relations with our neighbours, all halyards 
are to be secured in such a way that they do not “slap” in the wind. The 
Wharfinger is empowered to board vessels and tie down any inadequately 
secured lines. 

5.7  All vessels are moored on Club property at owners’ risk, and the Club will not 
in any way be responsible for losses sustained by theft, stress of weather, fire, 
or careless handling of vessels by other parties, whether said parties are 
members of the Club or not. 

5.8  For reasons of safety and serving a large number of members, the Club 
cannot normally accommodate vessels longer than 48 feet overall (including 
any protrusions) or having a beam in excess of 15 feet. Exceptions may be 
made upon application to the Wharfinger and at the discretion of the Board of 
Directors. 

5.9  Objects, including dinghies/tenders may not be left in such a manner as to 
obstruct walkways, fingers or vessels negotiating moorings. 
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5.10  Garbage and other refuse or discarded gear shall be cleared from the Club 
property without any delay. 

5.11  Because of concerns related to the release of toxic substances into the 
environment, the Club tidal grid is to be used for inspections, and changing of 
zinc anodes only. It is not to be used for scraping, power washing, painting, 
or for the removal of marine growth by any means. 

5.12  No change or modification may be made to Club docks by members or their 
agents without the prior approval of the Rear Commodore. 

 

6.  MOORAGE 
6.1  All vessels shall be readily identifiable by name from dockside. 

6.2  Members mooring vessels at the Club may keep, if there is space, one small 
identified dinghy/tender, not exceeding 10 feet in length, on Club dry storage. 
Dinghy/tenders must have the owner’s name clearly printed on them or on an 
attached label. Space must be arranged with the Wharfinger who will 
complete the billing for the newly assigned dinghy/tender space. 
Dinghy/tenders not identified will be removed by the Wharfinger.  

6.3  Dinghies/tenders stored in the Club’s dinghy/tender dry storage area must be 
adequately secured. Dinghies/tenders may not be stored on slips/docks or in 
the water beside the owner’s main boat. 

6.4  Members’ boats moored at the Club floats, or on buoys adjacent to the Club 
marina and having grandfather dinghy rights, are required to provide proof of 
insurance with their annual dues invoice that they do carry not less than 
$1,000,000 liability insurance. Failure to maintain such insurance while so 
moored shall make the member liable for action under by-law 7. 

6.5  Fees for moorage at the club floats will be based on vessel L.O.A. including 
all protrusions, or useable finger length, whichever is greater. The Wharfinger 
will perform the measurement and his decision as to vessel length is subject 
only to appeal to the Board. The fee will be in accordance with those set from 
time to time by special resolution made by Club membership. 

6.6  The Wharfinger will maintain an allocation plan of the Club’s floats, to be 
displayed in the clubhouse which shows the position of floats, fingers, name 
of vessels, allocated berths and any other relevant detail. 

6.7  A member may moor only one vessel at a time at Club docks. 
Notwithstanding this regulation, when a member acquires a new vessel and 
finds himself temporarily owning two, the Wharfinger will make a reasonable 
attempt to accommodate the second vessel for a time not to exceed two 
months provided that no member is thus deprived of moorage. 

6.8  Applications for moorage will be made to the Wharfinger who will maintain a 
moorage waiting list. This list will include applicants for first time moorage as 
well as those wishing a change in moorage. In offering moorage space, 
suitability of space and membership seniority will be the deciding factors. 

 

6.9  Notwithstanding Regulation 6.8, it is recognized that allocation of suitable 
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moorage space is by necessity based on a number of complex factors. Only 
in exceptional circumstances will the Board question the judgment of the 
Wharfinger in this matter. 

6.10  Moorage Fee Payments and Cancellations  

6.10.1 Upon the date of slip assignment, the applicable prorated annual 
moorage fee shall be payable in advance for the period ending on 
October 31st of the current fiscal year, and thereafter payable in 
advance for annual periods ending on each subsequent October 31st 

until the subject vessel is removed from the marina and the assigned 
moorage space is canceled. 

6.10.2 A member may, upon written notice to the Wharfinger, cancel 
assigned moorage space. 

6.10.3  With reference to Article 6.10.2, upon receipt of said written notice of 
cancellation for assigned moorage space, any consideration to grant a 
prorated refund will be contingent upon confirmation by the 
Wharfinger that the subject vessel has been removed from the marina. 
If the member wishes to moor the same or a different boat at the 
marina at any time in the next 12 months, that member must repay 
the refunded moorage and pay the prorated amount of moorage until 
the following October 31st. 

6.11 Electrical 

6.11.1 The Wharfinger is responsible for administration of these regulations. 
Violation of any condition or stipulation contained herein shall be 
grounds for immediate severance of service without prior consent. 

6.11.2 Application for electrical service connections shall be made to the 
Treasurer and shall be for minimum periods of six (6) months, i.e., 
from November 1 to April 30 and/or May 1 to October 31. Power 
supply options are for a maximum draw of 100, 250, 500, 750, 1000, 
or 1500 watts per boat depending on dock allocation. The Wharfinger 
will make sporadic checks during the season to verify that the power 
consumption does not exceed the paid for block of power. Members 
found exceeding their specified block of power will be charged the 
higher and appropriate rate for the entire six month period. The rate 
charged shall be set half annually in accordance with BC Hydro tariffs 
and payable in advance. 

6.11.3  All appliances, equipment or devices should be properly secured to 
prevent shifting or overturning. 

6.11.4  It is recommended that low surface temperature heating devices (low 
intensity) be used. 

6.11.5  All heaters over 500 watts must be equipped with thermostats, 
overheating shut-off and be prevented from tipping over. 

6.11.6 The following safety standards for electrical connections shall be 
required for provision of electrical power to a member’s boat at the 
marina: 

a)  The connection between a member’s boat and a 30A shore power 
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outlet in the marina shall be a CSA/UL certified power cord, rated 
for 30 amps or more and designed for marine applications. 

b)  The connection between a member’s boat and a 15A shore power 
outlet in the marina shall be a CSA/UL certified power cord, rated 
for 15 amps or more (#14AWG) and designed for heavy duty 
outdoor use. 

c)  The shore power cord shall be terminated on the boat at a marine 
power inlet fixture or a suitable adapter that is located in a dry 
location. 

d)  There shall be one or more CSA/UL certified over-current devices 
provided between the shore power inlet and any electrical loads 
on the vessel. The over-current device(s) shall serve to prevent 
over-loading any of the conductors on the boat (permanent wiring, 
equipment power cords or extension cords). 

6.11.7  Members who have not subscribed for a block of power, or wish to 
exceed their contracted amount, may make occasional extra use of 
this service while they are in attendance at their boat, working on a 
maintenance or other project. For any other use beyond this measure 
the Wharfinger should be contacted in advance to establish additional 
charges for the temporary extra supply of power. 

6.12  Subletting 

  A Member who temporarily removes his vessel from the Club docks may 
apply in writing to the Wharfinger for permission to retain a particular 
moorage space for a period of up to twelve months by ‘subletting’ it to a 
regular member who is on the waiting list and is approved by the Wharfinger. 
The subletting member is responsible for all charges. 

6.13  Visitor’s Moorage 

 The Club shall make available a reasonable number of moorage spaces for 
use by visitors from reciprocating clubs. Visitors will be provided with 
complimentary moorage for two, non-consecutive twenty-four (24) hour 
periods per calendar year. Beyond this, a charge to be determined annually 
by the Board will apply. In addition, total moorage for each visitor per 
calendar year is limited to fifteen (15) days. Visitors will have access to Club 
grounds, including washrooms and showers. 

6.14  Special Visitor’s Moorage 

A regular Club member must complete visit arrangements with the Club prior 
to the arrival of his/her invitee. This can be achieved as follows: 

a)  greet the invitee on the floats and countersign the visitor’s book entry, or, 

b)  sign-in the invitee in the Daily Wharfinger’s Log Book, or, 

c)  contact and confirm with the Daily Wharfinger of the day, the 

invitees arrival. 

The terms and conditions of moorage for Special Visitors are identical to 
those outlined at 6.13 above. 
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6.15  Reciprocal Moorage Program 

 All requests from Clubs seeking reciprocal privileges shall be reviewed by the 
Club to ensure that applications meet reciprocal criteria before approval is 
granted. Reciprocal arrangements with Clubs shall be on a yearly basis only 
and the Club shall advise in writing, annual renewal to approved Clubs. The 
Club shall notify those for which reciprocal arrangements have been 
withdrawn, within thirty (30) days following the Club’s fiscal year end. 

6.16  Unauthorized Use of Club Moorage 

 In the event that a non-member that does not have Reciprocal Privileges as 
defined in Regulation 6.13, and is not a Special Visitor as defined in 
Regulation 6.14, moors his or her boat at the Club without the express 
approval of the Wharfinger, a penalty fee will be charged on a daily basis until 
the boat is removed from the Marina. Such penalty fees will be based on 
vessel LOA including all protrusions, or useable finger length, whichever is 
greater. It will be set at the greater of $1.00 per foot per day or 1.5 times the 
average private daily commercial rate of moorage in Ganges Harbour at the 
relevant time of year. 

 

7.  RACING 
7.1  The Fleet Captain Racing will keep the BC Ferries management and the 

Canadian Coast Guard Saltspring Island detachment advised of the Club 
racing schedule and courses to be followed as deemed necessary by the 
Board of Directors. 

 

8.  JUNIOR PROGRAM 
8.1  Membership criteria 

8.1.1  Junior membership may be granted to applicants who are aged eight 
(8) within the calendar year to eighteen (18) years. 

8.1.2  The Junior Sailing Program Committee will interview all applicants 
prior to acceptance. Parents/guardians of the applicant are required to 
be present during the interview and will be briefed on the junior 
program. 

8.1.3  Parents/guardians will be required to sign a waiver regarding the 
involvement of their children in the program and the risks inherent in it. 

8.1.4  Junior members are bound by the bylaws and regulations of the Club. 

8.2  Supervision 

 The Junior member sailing program shall operate under the authority of the 
Fleet Captain Dinghy, and be directly supervised by a Director of Junior 
Sailing appointed by the Board. The Director of Junior Sailing will be assisted 
by a committee of two or more persons approved by the Board. The Junior 
Sailing Program Committee shall be comprised of the Fleet Captain Dinghy, 
the Director of the Junior Program and the program assistants. 

8.3  Program Parameters 
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8.3.1  Junior member activities will be supervised by the Junior Sailing 
Program Committee whenever Club equipment is being used. 

8.3.2  Only boats owned by the Club may be used within the Junior Sailing 
Program. No other type of watercraft may be used. 

8.3.3 At the discretion of the committee, supervised sailing for Junior 
members may be available one day a week and on Saturday or 
Sunday mornings. Junior sailing activities will be allowed only during 
daylight hours. 

8.3.4  All Junior sailing activities will normally be conducted within the 
confines of Ganges Harbour bordered by the Chain Islands and the 
Sisters Islands. 

8.3.5  The minimum qualification for a Junior member to sail a Club dinghy 
is Opti 1 for an Opti dinghy; Whitesail I for the Lasers and Bytes; and 
Whitesail III for a 420 dinghy. 

8.3.6  Junior members may not bring any other person to the Club to 
participate in the Junior Sailing Program. 

8.3.7  Junior members are encouraged to volunteer as crew for the Club 
racing programs both summer and winter. The Junior Sailing Program 
Committee will assist in placing participants on racing sailboats. 

8.3.8  Junior members should understand that they have a responsibility to 
assist in the maintenance of the dinghies under the direction of the 
Director of the Junior Sailing Program. 

 

8.3.9  Junior members are not entitled to the use of the clubhouse facilities, 
except for the lower washrooms, unless accompanied by an adult 
member. 

8.4  Safety 

8.4.1  The Committee appointed supervisor shall in all cases determine 
whether weather conditions are suitable to conduct Junior sailing 
activities before authorizing such activities. 

8.4.2  Whenever Junior members are using Club boats, a Club safety boat 
must be in the water and ready to provide assistance. An authorized 
person must be present and ready to operate the safety boat. 

8.4.3  Flotation devices with whistles attached are to be worn while on floats 
and in Club boats. 

8.4.4  All sailboats used by Junior members in this program must be 
examined by the committee and found to be in a safe condition before 
being used. A paddle must be on each boat when in use. 


